
Request to extend the sunset review date for the Los Angeles County Highway Safety Commission.

SUBJECT

May 10, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

SUNSET REVIEW FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMISSION 

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve the introduction of an ordinance extending the Los Angeles County Highway Safety 
Commission’s sunset review date to October 31, 2013.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Los Angeles County Highway Safety (Commission) was created by the Board pursuant to 
Chapter 15.16 of the Los Angeles County Code.  The Board approved the most recent sunset review 
extension on September 14, 2004, which expired on October 31, 2007.

The Commission considers and investigates requests and suggestions related to traffic controls or 
modifications to existing traffic regulations made by the Board, Commissioners, and any officer, 
private person or groups of persons.  The Commission submits reports and recommendations to the 
Board, and cooperates with other jurisdictions within Los Angeles County to:

• Eliminate and prevent major traffic problems.

• Develop uniform standard for street striping, curb painting, sign placement, reflectors, crosswalks 
and similar safety devices.
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• Recommend speed regulations, traffic signals, and other traffic-controls and regulation matters.

• Ensure maximum traffic safety.

The Commission serves as an appeals board for citizens who disagree with decisions of the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Works (DPW) regarding installation of traffic controls or 
modification of existing traffic regulations.  

During this review period, the Commission heard 15 DPW appeals related to traffic-control decisions. 
 Of these 15 appeals, the Commission denied nine and granted three.  Two appeals were withdrawn 
and one appeal is pending the Commission’s decision.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The Commission does not have a separate budget and the Department of Public Works provides 
staff support.  DWP estimates that they paid approximately $43,800 for the staff support and 
stipends during Fiscal Year 2008-2009.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Commission has seven members; five appointed by the Board (one from each Supervisorial 
District) and two members appointed by the Board from nominees proposed by the Chair of the 
Board from a list of nominees provided by private and parochial schools and the Los Angeles County 
Board of Education.  

The Commission is required to meet quarterly or as needed.  Commission members receive $25 for 
each meeting attended, not to exceed four meetings in any calendar month.  During the review 
period two Commissioners waived their stipends.  Members also receive reimbursement for 
necessary travel expenses.
 
From April 2007 to December 2009, the Commission met 25 times, with an average attendance of 6 
members (86%).

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The Commission’s objective for the coming period is to continue acting as an appeals board for 
citizens who disagree with DPW’s decisions related to the installation of traffic controls or 
modification to existing traffic regulations.  The Commission will also continue to provide input to 
DPW on issues such as crossing guard services crosswalk removals, potential grants and 
legislation.
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Respectfully submitted,

LORI GLASGOW

Chair

LG:tpk

Enclosures

c: Robert A. Ringler, Chair Highway Safety 
Commission
Bill Winter, Assistant Deputy Director, DPW
Irena Guilmette, Executive Officer, Highway 
Safety Commission
Angie Montes, Chief, Commission Services
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